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WELCOME

Welcome to Rootstown Middle School. We trust you are one who realizes that intellectual, social,
and physical skills are important as you mature. We strive to develop these skills and abilities to
better prepare you for a challenging and changing world. Rootstown Middle School, in collaboration
with the community, will provide a quality education in a safe environment for you to become a
productive lifelong learner.

We provide a curriculum that includes math, science, language arts, social studies, physical
education, art, vocal music, band, technology, foreign language and computer literacy. This
student handbook has been prepared to enable you to be aware of the policies, instructional and
recreational programs, and extracurricular activities at Rootstown Middle School. Helping every
student have a successful school year is the goal of all the middle school staff members.

MISSION STATEMENT

Rootstown Schools, in collaboration with the community, will provide a quality education in a safe
environment for students to become productive, life-long learners.

This handbook belongs to: __________________________.

Please attach your schedule to the inside cover page.

200241_8016
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RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES

The rules and procedures of the school are designed to enable you to obtain a safe, orderly, and appropriate
education. You can expect your rights to freedom of expression and association as long as you respect the rights of
fellow students and staff. You will be expected to follow teacher directions and obey all school rules. Disciplinary
procedures are designed to insure due process (a fair hearing) before you are removed due to behavior.

Parents have the right to know how you are performing in school and will be provided information on a regular basis
and as needed. There are times when it will be your responsibility to deliver that information. If necessary, the mail or
hand delivery may be used to insure contact.

Your parents are encouraged to build a two-way link with your teachers and support staff by informing the staff of
suggestions or concerns that may help you to better accomplish your educational goals.

The staff expects you to arrive at school prepared to learn. It is your responsibility to arrive on time and be prepared to
participate in the educational program. If for some reason this is not possible, you should seek help from the principal or
other staff member.
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SCHOOL DAY
TheRootstownMiddleSchool isopen tostudents from7:15AMto

3:00PM. Youmaynot be in thebuildingoutsideof these timesunless
�\�R�X�¶�U�H�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�L�Q�D�V�F�K�R�R�O�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\ �D�Q�G�X�Q�G�H�U�W�K�H�G�L�U�H�F�W�V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�R�I
astaff member. Classes arescheduled from7:25AMto2:10PM.

HEALTH CONCERNS
Student safety is the responsibilityof thestaff. All staff members

are familiar withemergency proceduressuchas fireand tornadodrills
andaccident reportingprocedures. Shouldyoubeawareof any
dangeroussituationor accident, notify astaff person immediately.

State lawrequires that all studentsmust haveacompleted
emergencymedical formsignedbyaparent or guardianon file in the
school office. Youmaybeexcluded fromschool until this requirement
has been fulfilled.

Astudent havingaspecifichealthcareneedmust submit theneed
inwritingwithproper documentationbyaphysician toschool
personnel. All medications, prescribedandnon-prescribed, are tobe
delivered to theschool officebyaparent or guardianand takenonly
withadult supervision. Medicationmust be inapharmaceutically-
�O�D�E�H�O�H�G�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U�D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�O�\ �O�D�E�H�O�H�G�Z�L�W�K�W�K�H�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V�Q�D�P�H���Q�D�P�H
of medicine, dosage, nameof physicianandtimetobeadministered.
Anyprescribedor over-the-counter medicationsmust alsobe
�D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�G�E�\ �D�V�L�J�Q�H�G�S�D�U�H�Q�W�D�O�D�Q�G�S�K�\�V�L�F�L�D�Q�¶�V�U�H�T�X�H�V�W�I�R�U�P���7�K�L�V
formcanbeobtained in themainoffice.

Theprincipal and/or school nurse is available todiscuss the
procedures for medications and treatments. Nomedicationsshall be
takenor medical treatments performed inschool without the
knowledgeof thebuildingprincipal or school nurse.

INJURY AND ILLNESS
All injuries must bereported toa teacher or theoffice. If minor, you

will be treatedandmay return toclass. If medical attention is required,
�W�K�H�R�I�I�L�F�H�Z�L�O�O�I�R�O�O�R�Z�W�K�H�V�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V�H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\ �S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V��

If youbecome ill during theschool day, askpermission fromthe
teacher togo to theoffice. Theschool nurseor officewill determine
whether or not youshould remain inschool or gohome. Nostudent
will be released fromschool without proper parental permission. If you
claimtobe ill, youwill need tosee theschool nurse (if possible) prior
to thedeterminationbeingmadewhether or not youshouldgohome.

IMMUNIZATIONS
Youmust have the immunizations requiredby lawor havean

authorizedwaiver. If youdonot have thenecessaryshots or waivers,
theprincipal may removeyou fromschool or requirecompliancewith
aset deadline. This is for thesafetyof all students and inaccordance
withstate law. Anyquestions about immunizations or waiversshould
bedirected to theschool nurse.

Immunization Requirements
Unless givenawaiver, youmust meet the following requirements:

Diphtheria - 5or moredosesof DTPor DT(pediatric)
Pertussis - vaccine, or any combination thereof, is the
Tetanus - minimumacceptable. ThreeTddiphtheria

tetanus toxoids, adult type, is theminimum
acceptable for childrenage7andup.
All students entering7th gradeare required
tohavea6thdoseof Tetanus/Diphteria/

PertussisvaccineknownasTdap.
Measles - Singledoseof livemeaslesvirusvaccine
Mumps - or vaccinecombinationonor after 1st
Rubella - birthday, andanadditional doseof the

MMRvaccinegivenat least 30days from
the first for all students entering
kindergarten.

Meningococcal - All students entering7th gradeare required to
receive thisvaccine.

Polio - 4oral or inactivatedplus oneoral vaccinebooster.
HepatitisB- Series of three immunizations
Varicella - Onedoseof varicellavaccinemust havebeen

receivedbeforeentering7th grade.

CONTROL OF CASUAL CONTACT COMMUNICABLE DISEASES
AND HEALTH CONCERNS

Becauseaschool hasahighconcentrationof people, it is
necessary to takespecificmeasures whenthehealthor safetyof the
�J�U�R�X�S�L�V�D�W�U�L�V�N���7�K�H�V�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V�W�D�I�I�K�D�V�W�K�H�D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\ �W�R
removeor isolateastudent whohas been ill or has beenexposed toa
communicablediseaseor highly-transient pest, suchas lice.

Specific diseases include: diphtheria, scarlet fever, strep infections,
whoopingcough, mumps, measles, rubella, andother conditions
indicatedby theLocal andStateHealthDepartments.

CONTROL OF NON-CASUAL CONTACT COMMUNICABLE
DISEASES

In thecaseof non-casual contact communicablediseases, the
school still has theobligation toprotect thesafetyof thestaff and
students. In thesecases, persons inquestionwill have their status
reviewedby apanel of resourcepeople, including theCountyHealth
Department, to insure that the rights of thepersonaffectedand those
incontact with that personare respected. Theschool will seek tokeep
students inschool unless there isdefinitiveevidence towarrant
exclusion.

As requiredby federal law, parents will be requested tohave their
�F�K�L�O�G�¶�V�E�O�R�R�G�F�K�H�F�N�H�G�I�R�U�+�,�9�D�Q�G�+�%�9�Z�K�H�Q�W�K�H�F�K�L�O�G�K�D�V�E�O�H�G�D�W
school andstudentsor staff membershavebeenexposed to the
blood. Any testing issubject to laws protectingconfidentiality.

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES
�7�K�H�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�¶�V�Z�L�W�K�' �L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�$�F�W���$���' ���$���D�Q�G�6�H�F�W�L�R�Q������ �R�I�W�K�H

RehabilitationAct provide that no individual will bediscriminated
against on thebasisof adisability. This protectionapplies not just to
thestudent, but a�O�O�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�Z�K�R�K�D�Y�H�D�F�F�H�V�V�W�R�W�K�H�G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�¶�V
programsand facilities.

TheRootstownSchool District provides avariety of special
educationprogramsandservices for students identifiedas havinga
disability definedby the Individuals withDisabilitiesEducationAct
(IDEA).

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES
All requests for special educationservices will beprocessedand

reviewedby thebuilding InterventionAssistanceTeam(IAT). The IAT
iscomprisedof teachers, theschool counselor, thebuildingprincipal,
theschool psychologist, parentsand/or other designated
professionals. Parent involvement andparticipation in this process is
requiredandnecessary.
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TheIAT, prior toa referral to thespecial educationprogram, may
suggest various strategiesandrecommendations. If deemed
appropriateby the IAT, a referral for evaluationandplacement is
made to theschool psychologist. Proper evaluationandplacement
procedures are then followed. To inquireabout the interventionor
referral process, pleasecontact theprincipal or theschool
psychologist.

ASSESSMENT
Tomeasureprogress, testswill beadministered inaccordancewith

statestandardsanddistrict policy. These include, but arenot limited
to, group tests, classroomtests, vocational and interest surveys.
Students will have theopportunity to retakeassessments of which
they would like toshowagreater level of mastery than theyachieved
onthe initial assessment.

If necessary, intelligence tests, speechand languageevaluations,
individually administeredachievement assessmentsandother special
testingservicesareavailable tostudentsneeding theseservices.

Dependingonthe typeof testing, specific informationand/or parent
consent may need tobeobtained. RootstownMiddleSchool will not
violate therightsof consent andprivacy of astudent participating in
any formof evaluation.

EQUAL EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY/ EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
It is thepolicyof thedistrict toprovideanequal educational

opportunity for all students. TheRootstownMiddleschool is anequal
opportunityprovider andemployer.

RECORDS
Student records arekept by the teachers andadministrativestaff.

Thereare twobasic types of records: directory informationand
confidential records. Directory informationcanbegiven toanyperson
or organization for non-profit makingpurposeswhenrequested,
unless theparents of thestudent restrict the information, inwriting, to
theprincipal.

�7�K�H�%�R�D�U�G�G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�V�D�V�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�³�G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�\ �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��́��D
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V�Q�D�P�H���G�D�W�H�D�Q�G�S�O�D�F�H�R�I�E�L�U�W�K���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K���P�D�M�R�U�I�L�H�O�G�R�I
study; participation inofficially-recognizedactivitiesandsports; height
andweight (if amember of anathletic team) datesof attendance; date
of graduation; awards received; or anyother informationwhichwould
not generallybeconsideredharmful or an invasionof privacy, if
disclosed. Directory informationshall not beprovided toany
organization for profit-makingpurposes.

Confidential recordscontaineducational andbehavioral information
that has restrictedaccess basedontheFamilyEducationRights and
PrivacyAct (FERPA) andOhio law. This informationcanonly be
releasedwith thewrittenconsent of theparents, theadult student, or a
surrogate. Theonlyexception to this is tocomply withstateand
federal laws that may require releasewithout consent.

Included in theconfidential recordsmay be test scores,
psychological reports, behavioral data, disciplinaryactions and
communicationswith the family andoutsideserviceproviders. The
school must havewrittenconsent toobtain records fromanoutside
�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�R�U�D�J�H�Q�F�\���&�R�Q�I�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�W�K�D�W�L�V�L�Q�D�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V
file fromanoutsideprofessional or agencymaybereleased to the
parent through theoriginator andparentsshouldkeepcopiesof such
records for their homefile. Parentsmayalsoprovide theschool with
copies of recordsmadeby non-school professional agenciesor
individuals. Informationon former students also falls intodirectory and

confidential informationcategoriesandwill bemadeavailableon the
samebasis as enrolledstudents.

Studentsandparents have theright to reviewall educational
records generatedby theschool district, request amendment to these
records, insert addendumtorecords, andobtaincopiesof such
records. Copyingcostscanbecharged to the requester. If a reviewof
records is wanted, pleasecontact theprincipal, inwriting, stating the
records desired. Recordswill becollectedandanappointment made
with theappropriatepersons present toanswer any questions.

TEXTBOOKS
Textbooks are loaned toall students freeof charge. It is your

responsibility tokeepandmaintainyour books in thebest condition
possible. If abook is lost or abused inanyway, youshall pay for the
textbook. Theonlywriting in thebookshall beyour nameandnumber
inside the front cover. Textbooksare tobecoveredandreturned in
thesameconditionas theywere loaned.

FEES
Eachstudent may berequired topayan instructional materials fee.

�&�K�H�F�N�V�V�K�R�X�O�G�E�H�P�D�G�H�S�D�\�D�E�O�H�W�R�³�5�R�R�W�V�W�R�Z�Q�6�F�K�R�R�O�V��� �́3�D�\�P�H�Q�W�L�V
tobemadeduring the first monthof school. The instructional materials
fee is used topurchasebasicsuppliesusedby thestudent, not
includinghardboundtextbooks or paperback novels. It maybeused to
pay for such itemsasperiodicals, workbooks, art materials, science
materials, consumablepaper materials, technologyeducationand
interventionmaterials.

Studentswill receivenoticeof fees at thebeginningof theschool
year. Feesmaybewaived insituationswhere there is financial
hardship. Additional replacement costs for breakageor damage
beyondnormal wear will bechargedwhennecessary. Failure topay
fines, fees or chargesmay result in thewithholdingof gradecards.

CAFETERIA
Student lunchesare$2.75. Milk is 50¢. Alacarte itemsare

available. Youmayalsobringyour own lunch toschool toeat in the
cafeteria.

Weparticipate in the freeandreduced lunchprogram; applications
aredistributed toall students andavailable in themainoffice.
Reduced lunchesare40¢.

Youhave30minutes for lunch. All food is tobeeaten in the
cafeteria. Food(includinggumandcandy) is not permitted in the
buildingunless it ispart of a lessonor class activity.

WELLNESS
Rootstownmiddleschool alignswith theNEOLApolicies regarding

wellness inschools. Thesepoliciescanbe foundat
http://www.neola.com/rootstown-oh/.

FIRE AND TORNADO DRILLS
Firedrillsat regular intervalsare requiredby lawandarean

important safetyprecaution. It isessential that when the first signal is
given, everyoneobeys orders promptly andclears thebuildingby the
prescribedrouteas quickly andquietlyas possible. The teacher in
eachclassroomwill givestudents instructions.

Tornadodrillswill beconductedduring the tornadoseasonusing
theprocedures prescribedby thestate. Thealarmsystemfor
tornadoes isdifferent fromthealarmsystemfor fires andconsists of
publicaddress announcementsandpersonal notification.
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SCHOOL CLOSINGS
Parents andstudents will benotifiedbyanautomated telephone

systemwhenschool is cancelled. Local radioandtelevision stations
will alsobe informed.

VISITORS
Parents arealways welcomeat RootstownMiddleSchool. We

encourageparents to joinour parent support group(PTO). Weask
that ALL VISITORS REPORT TO THE OFFICE FIRST. If aperson
wishes toconfer withamember of thestaff, he/sheshouldcall for an
appointment prior tocoming to theschool inorder toprevent any
inconveniencesor class interruptions.

Wedonot permit students visiting fromother schools toattend
classes withour students.

LIBRARY
The library is available tostudents throughout theschool day.

Passesmaybeobtained fromyour teacher or fromthe librarian.
Booksmaybecheckedout for aperiodof twoweeks. Tocheckout
any other materials, contact the librarian.

Inorder toavoid late fees, all materials checkedout of the library
must bereturnedwithin twoweeks. Late library finescanbeavoided
whenyoureturnborrowedmaterials promptly. Their usemaybe
neededby others.

USE OF EQUIPMENT
Youmust obtain thepermissionof a teacher beforeusingany

equipment or materials in theclassroomor gymandpermissionof the
principal touseany other school equipment. Youwill be held
responsible for theproper useandsafe-keepingof anyequipment.

LOCKERS
Officepersonnel will assign lockersandcombinations. Donot

shareyour locker, anddonot giveyour locker combination toanyone.
Toopenyour locker, complete tworevolutions to the right andstopat
the first number. Thenmakeonerevolution to the left, pass the first
number, andstopat thesecondnumber. Next, turn right againuntil
reaching the thirdnumber. All students usinggymlockersandband
roomlockers shall install acombination lock tosecure their
belongings.

All lockersare theproperty of theRootstownLocal Schools andall
lockers and their contentsaresubject to randomsearchat any time
without regard towhether there is reasonablesuspicion that a locker
containsevidenceof aviolationof acriminal statuteor school rule.

BOOKBAGS, COATS, AND BACKPACKS
Youarenot permitted tocarrybookbags, backpacks, or wear

coats andother outerwear during thecourseof theschool day. Use
your packonly to transport materials toand fromschool. Keepyour
packandouterwear inyour locker during theschool day.

LOST AND FOUND
The lost and foundarea is in theoffice. If you losesomething,

check there first. Unclaimed itemswill begiven tocharityat theclose
of theschool year.

SELLING ITEMS
Studentsarenot permitted tosell items during theschool day

unlessapproval hasbeengrantedby theprincipal. Violationof this

may lead todisciplinary action.

USE OF TELEPHONES
Office telephonesarenot tobeusedfor personal calls. Except in

anemergency, students will not becalledout of class to theoffice to
receivea telephonecall.

Cellular telephonesmust be turnedoff andkept inyour locker
during theschool day. During theschool day, studentsarenot touse
telephones (a) without teacher permissionand(b) tocall parents to
receivepermission to leaveschool. Officepersonnel will initiateall
callsonbehalf of astudent seekingpermission to leaveschool.

ADVERTISING OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES
Noannouncementsor postingof outsideactivitieswill bepermitted

without theapproval of theprincipal. Aminimumof 24hours is
required toensure that theprincipal has theopportunity to research
theannouncement or posting.

FIELD TRIPS
Field trips areacademicactivities that areheldoff school grounds.

�7�K�H�U�H�D�U�H�R�W�K�H�U�W�U�L�S�V�W�K�D�W�D�U�H�S�D�U�W�R�I�W�K�H�V�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V�F�R-curricular and
extra-curricular program. Youmaynot participate inschool-sponsored
tripswithout parental consent. Students whohavebeensuspendedor
whosepatternof behavior is consistently disruptivemaybeexcluded
fromfield trips andother extracurricular activities.

INTERNET USE
Internet access is available toyou for educational purposes, and

acceptableuseguidelinesareprovided. Anacceptableuse
agreement must becompletedby your parent/guardian.

GRADES
RootstownMiddleSchool has astandardgradingprocedure, as

well as additional notations that may indicatework inprogressor
incompletework. Thepurposeof agrade is to indicate theextent to
which thestudent has acquired thenecessary learning. Ingeneral,
youareassignedgradesbasedupontest results, homework, projects
andclassroomparticipation. Eachof your nineweekgradeswill be
calculatedwithassessments makingup80%of thegradewhile
classworkwill makeup theremaining20%. Each teacher mayplacea
different emphasis on theseareas indeterminingagradeandwill so
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�\�R�X�D�W�W�K�H�E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�R�I�W�K�H�F�R�X�U�V�H�Z�R�U�N���,�I�\�R�X�¶�U�H�Q�R�W�V�X�U�H�K�R�Z
your gradeswill bedetermined, ask the teachers. Students electing to
dropaclassafter four weeks will receiveanF. Studentsmay take
advancedcoursework for credit. Approvedcourses will count toward
graduationrequirementsandwill be included in thecalculation for high
school gradepoint average. Theschool generallyuses the following
gradingsystem:
Percentages: Letter Grade Point Value
93 - 100% A 4.0
90 - 92% A- 3.7
87 - 89% B+ 3.3
83 - 86% B 3.0
80 - 82% B- 2.7
77 - 79% C+ 2.3
73 - 76% C 2.0
70 - 72% C- 1.7
67 - 69% D+ 1.3
63 - 66% D 1.0
60 - 62% D- 0.7
59andbelow F 0
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Disciplineof Students with Disabilities -- Students withdisabilities
will beentitled to the rightsandproceduresaffordedby the Individuals
withDisabilitiesEducationAct (IDEA) andtheAmericanswith
Disabilities Act (A.D.A.), or Section504of theRehabilitationAct of
1973.

SEARCH AND SEIZURE
Searchof astudent andhis/her possessionsmaybeconductedat

any time thestudent isunder the jurisdictionof theBoardof Education
if there isa reasonablesuspicion that thestudent is inviolationof law
or school rules. Asearchmay alsobeconducted toprotect thesafety
�R�I�R�W�K�H�U�V���$�O�O�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�V�P�D�\ �E�H�F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G�Z�L�W�K�R�U�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�D�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V
consent.

Studentsareprovided lockers, desksandother equipment inwhich
tostorematerials. It shouldbeclearlyunderstood that this equipment
is theproperty of theschool andmaybesearchedat any time. Locks
are toprevent theft, not toprevent searches. Anything that is found in
thecourseof asearch that maybeevidenceof aviolationof school
rulesor the lawmaybe takenandheldor turnedover to thepolice.
Theschool reserves the right not to return items whichhavebeen
confiscated.

RIGHT OF EXPRESSION
Thestaff recognizes theright of students toexpress themselves.

With the right of expressioncomes theresponsibility todo it
appropriately. Any itemmust meet school guidelinesandcannot be
displayed if it:

Isobscene, libelous, indecent or vulgar
Advertisesany product or servicenot permitted tominors by law
Intends tobe insultingor harassing
Intends to incite fightingor presentsa likelihoodof disrupting
school or aschool event

Students whoareunsurewhether or not materials theywish
todisplaymeet school guidelinesmay present themto thebuilding
principal 24hoursprior todisplay.

BUS TRANSPORTATION
Thebusschedules androutes areavailablebycontacting the

transportationsupervisor at 330-325-0189.
Students onabus or other authorizedBoardof Education
transportationvehicles areunder theauthorityof anddirectly
responsible to thebus/vehicledriver. Thedriver has theauthority to
enforce theestablishedregulations for bus/vehicleconduct.
Disorderly conduct or refusal tosubmit to theauthorityof thedriver will
besufficient reason for refusing transportationservice toanystudent.

Astudent maybesuspendedfromschool bus/vehicle riding
privileges for all or part of aschool year for anyviolationof established
regulations for busconduct and/or for conduct occurringon the
bus/vehicle inviolationof theStudent Codeof Conduct/Student
DisciplineCode.

Beforeasuspension frombus/vehicle ridingprivileges is imposed,
thesuperintendent or other designatedDistrict personnel will providea
student withnoticeof an intendedsuspensionandanopportunity to
appear before thesuperintendent or other designatedDistrict
personnel. Disciplinarysuspensionperiods will becommensuratewith
the infraction(s) committedas determinedby theSuperintendent or
designatedDistrict personnel.

Anyadditional guidelines regardingconduct onschool

buses/vehicles, aswell asgeneral informationabout theschool
transportationprogram, will bemadeavailable toall parents and
students in this handbook andposted in thehallway near thenorth
entranceway.

BUS CONDUCT
Astudent shall rideonly thebus towhichhe/she is properly

assigned. He/shewill bepickedupor droppedoff only at his/her
designatedstop. Parentsshall be responsible for thesafety of their
childrengoing toand fromschool busstopsand for meeting thebus
onschedule. Parentsshall be responsible for any damagedone toa
bus by their child.

Studentswhoare riding toand fromschool on transportation
providedby theschool are required to followsomebasicsafety rules.
Thisapplies toschool-ownedbuses aswell ascontracted
transportation that maybeprovided. Thedriver is responsible for
student safety andmay assignseatingor direct thestudent inany
reasonablemanner tomaintain that safety. The followingbehaviors
areexpectedof all students:

Previous to Loading (on road & at school)
Eachstudent shall:
1. beontimeat thedesignated loadingzone;
2. stayoff the roadat all timeswhilewalkingandwaiting for thebus;
3. lineupsingle fileoff theroadway toenter;
4. wait until thebus iscompletely stoppedbeforemoving forward to

enter;
5. refrain fromcrossingahighwayuntil thebus driver signals it is

safe;
6. go immediately toaseat andbeseated.

During the Trip
Eachstudent shall:
1. remainseatedwhile thebus is inmotion;
2. keephead, hands, arms, and legs inside thebus at all times;
3. avoid littering in thebusor throwinganything fromthebus;
4. keepbooks, packages, coats, andall other objectsout of the

aisle;
5. becourteous to thedriver and toother bus riders;
6. avoideating, drinking, chewinggumor playinggames, cards, etc.;
7. avoid tamperingwith thebus or anyof its equipment.

Leaving the Bus
Eachstudent shall:
1. remainseateduntil thebushasstopped;
2. cross the roadwhennecessary, at least 10 feet in front of bus, but

onlyafter thedriver signals it is safe;
3. bealert toapossibledanger signal fromthedriver.

POLICY ON DRUG-FREE SCHOOLS
Inaccordancewith federal law, theBoardof Educationprohibits

theuse, possession, concealment, or distributionof drugs bystudents
onschool grounds, inschool or school approvedvehicles, or at any
school-relatedevent. Drugs includeanyalcoholic beverage, anabolic
steroid, dangerouscontrolledsubstanceasdefinedbystatestatute, or
�V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H�W�K�D�W�F�R�X�O�G�E�H�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G�D�³�O�R�R�N-a-�O�L�N�H� �́F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G
substance. Compliancewith this policy ismandatory for all students.
Anystudent whoviolates this policywill besubject todisciplinary
action, inaccordancewithdueprocess andas specified in thestudent
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handbook, up toand includingexpulsion fromschool. Whenrequired
bystate law, thedistrict will notify lawenforcement officials.

School personnel areconcernedabout anystudent who isavictim
of alcohol or drugabuseandwill facilitate theprocessby whichhe/she
receiveshelp throughprogramsandservicesavailable in the
community. Students and their parentsshouldcontact theschool
principal whenever suchhelp isneeded.

FOOD SERVICE
Thegoal of theRootstownMiddleSchool is toprovidestudents

withhealthymealseachday. However, unpaidchargesplacea
financial burdenon theFoodServiceDepartment. It is the
responsibilityof theparents/guardians tosee that students have
money in their meal account topurchasemeals for that day or that
they bring food fromhome. There isaPOS(point of sale) systemin
eachof thecafeterias that workasadebit account. Thismeans
moneycan �E�H�G�H�S�R�V�L�W�H�G�L�Q�D�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�R�I
purchasesdirectlyat theschool cafeteria in the formof cashor check,
or for your convenience, online. Onlinepaymentsmaybemadeby
settingupanaccount at www.rootstown.sparcc.org. Under Food
Servicego toPaySchools Central whereyoucanmakedeposits using
acredit/debit cardor onlinecheck. Amobileapp isavailable. Youwill
�Q�H�H�G�\�R�X�U�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�,�' �Q�X�P�E�H�U�W�Ruse insettingup the
account. Keep inmind there is anominal fee for utilizing this service.
Even if youchoosenot tomakeonlinedeposits, settingupanaccount
�Z�L�O�O�D�O�O�R�Z�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q�V�W�R�P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�D�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V�V�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�R�U�F�K�H�F�N
account balances.

While theFoodServiceDepartment discourages negative lunch
charges, weunderstand that anoccasional emergencymay make it
necessary. The followingguidelines havebeendeveloped tohelp
parents/guardians andstaff understand thechargepolicyso that
uncomfortablesituationsmay beavoided.

Full Pay Students:
MiddleandHighSchool - (grades 6-12) If astudent has anegative
balance, amaximumof 2days mealswill beallowed. If nomoney has
beendepositedafter charges have incurredanalternativemeal of a
PB&Jgrahamwichandmilk will beprovidedat acost of $.75charged
to their account. �6�K�R�X�O�G�D�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�U�H�D�F�K�D�Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H
balanceof $6.25all charges will bestopped. Thecashier always
informsstudentswhentheir account is getting low. Inaddition, no
negative charging will be allowed in grades 6-12 the last two weeks of
school.

Reduced PriceStudents:
Lunch is$.40 for elementary, middleandhighstudents.
If astudent must charge, amaximumof 10dayswill beallowed.
If a financial hardshipexists, parents/guardiansareencouraged to
notify the foodservicedepartment soanarrangement canbemade.

Alacarte itemsaresold ineachof thebuildings. Studentswitha
negativebalanceowed to the foodservicedepartment will not be
permitted topurchasea lacarte items evenwithcashuntil their
negativebalancehasbeentakencareof. All student account
balances, negativeor positive, will becarriedover to thenext school
year.

Shouldyour family incur financial hardshipor changeof income,
youmay apply for the free/reducedmeal programat any time
throughout theschool year. Youmust qualify according togovernment
standards to receive free/reducedmeals. Inaddition, your
application must be completed every school year toqualify and
remain in the free/reducedmeal program. Manystudentsaccruea
negativeaccount balancedue to the fact parents/guardians fail to
reapplyeveryschool year. Should thisoccur you, the
parents/guardians, are responsible for thenegativebalanceuntil the
application is receivedandapproved for qualification.

It isour hope that providingparents/guardians with this charge
policy will enable themtoassist the foodservicedepartment in
providingall students withapositivecafeteriaexperience. Thankyou
for your cooperation in thesematters.

Anyquestionsor concerns maybebrought to theattentionof Peggy
Shewell at 330-325-4139or shewell@roversk12.org










