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WELCOME

Welcome to Rootstown Middle School. We trust you are one who realizes that intellectual, social,
and physical skills are important as you mature. We strive to develop these skills and abilities to
better prepare you for a challenging and changing world. Rootstown Middle School, in collaboration
with the community, will provide a quality education in a safe environment for you to become a
productive lifelong learner.

We provide a curriculum that includes math, science, language arts, social studies, physical
education, art, vocal music, band, technology, foreign language and computer literacy. This
student handbook has been prepared to enable you to be aware of the policies, instructional and
recreational programs, and extracurricular activities at Rootstown Middle School. Helping every
student have a successful school year is the goal of all the middle school staff members.

MISSION STATEMENT

Rootstown Schools, in collaboration with the community, will provide a quality education in a safe
environment for students to become productive, life-long learners.

This handbook belongs to:

mmmmmm Please attach your schedule to the inside cover page.
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RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES

The rules and procedures of the school are designed to enable you to obtain a safe, orderly, and appropriate
education. You can expect your rights to freedom of expression and association as long as you respect the rights of
fellow students and staff. You will be expected to follow teacher directions and obey all school rules. Disciplinary
procedures are designed to insure due process (a fair hearing) before you are removed due to behavior.

Parents have the right to know how you are performing in school and will be provided information on a regular basis
and as needed. There are times when it will be your responsibility to deliver that information. If necessary, the mail or
hand delivery may be used to insure contact.

Your parents are encouraged to build a two-way link with your teachers and support staff by informing the staff of
suggestions or concerns that may help you to better accomplish your educational goals.

The staff expects you to arrive at school prepared to learn. It is your responsibility to arrive on time and be prepared to
participate in the educational program. If for some reason this is not possible, you should seek help from the principal or
other staff member.
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SCHOOL DAY
The Rootstown Middle Schoal is open to students from 7:15 AMto
3:00 PM. You may not be in the building outside of these times unless
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a staff member. Classes are scheduled from 7:25 AMto 2:10 PM.

HEALTH CONCERNS

Student safety is the responsibility of the staff. All staff members
are familiar with emergency procedures such as fire and tornado drills
and accident reporting procedures. Should you be aware of any
dangerous situation or accident, notify a staff person immediately.

State law requires that all students must have a completed
emergency medical form signed by a parent or guardian on file in the
school office. You may be excluded from school until this requirement
has been fulfilled.

A student having a specific health care need must submit the need
in writing with proper documentation by a physician to school
personnel. All medications, prescribed and non-prescribed, are to be
delivered to the schoal office by a parent or guardian and taken only
with adult supervision. Medication must be in a pharmaceutically-
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of medicine, dosage, name of physician and time to be administered.
Any prescribed or over-the-counter medications must also be
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form can be obtained in the main office.

The principal and/or school nurse is available to discuss the
procedures for medications and treatments. No medications shall be
taken or medical treatments performed in school without the
knowledge of the building principal or school nurse.

INJURY AND ILLNESS

Al injuries must be reported to a teacher or the office. If minor, you
will be treated and may return to class. If medical attention is required,
\KHRIIFHZIOR®Z \KHVAKRRYHPHIHR SFRHGWBY

If you become ill during the school day, ask permission fromthe
teacher to go to the office. The school nurse or office will determine
whether or not you should remain in school or go home. No student
will be released from school without proper parental permission. If you
claimto beill, you will need to see the school nurse (if possible) prior
to the determination being made whether or nat you should go home.

IMMUNIZATIONS

You nust have the immunizations reguired by law or have an
authorized waiver. If you do not have the necessary shots or waivers,
the principal may remove you from school or require compliance with
a set deadline. This is for the safety of all students and in accordance
with state law. Any questions about immunizations or weivers should
be directed to the school nurse.

Immunization Requirements
Unless given a waiver, you must meet the following requirements;

Diphtheria - 5 or more doses of DTP or DT (pediatric)
Pertussis - vaccine, or any corrbination thereof, is the
Tetanus - minimum acceptable. Three Td diphtheria

tetanus toxoids, adult type, is the minimum
acceptable for children age 7 and up.

All studentts entering 7t grade are required
to have a 6th dose of Tetanus/Diphteria/

Pertussis vaccine known as Tdap.
Measles - Single dose of live measles virus vaccine
Mumps - or vaccine combination on or after 1st
Rubella - birthday, and an additional dose of the
MMR vaccine given at least 30 days from
the first for all students entering
kindergarten.
Meningococcal - All students entering 7 grade are required to
receive this vaccine.
Palio - 4 oral or inactivated plus one oral vaccine booster.
Hepatitis B - Series of three immunizations
Varicella - One dose of varicella vaccine must have been

received before entering 7t grade.

CONTROL OF CASUAL CONTACT COMMUNICABLE DISEASES
AND HEALTH CONCERNS

Because a schoal has a high concentration of people, it is
necessary to take specific measures when the health or safety of the
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remove or isolate a student who has been il or has been exposed to a
communicable disease or highly-transient pest, such as lice.

Specific diseases include: diphtheria, scarlet fever, strep infections,
whooping cough, mumps, measles, rubella, and other conditions
indicated by the Local and State Health Departments.

CONTROL OF NON-CASUAL CONTACT COMMUNICABLE
DISEASES

In the case of non-casual contact communicable diseases, the
schoal still has the obligation to protect the safety of the staff and
students. In these cases, persons in question will have their status
reviewed by a panel of resource people, including the County Health
Department, to insure that the rights of the person affected and thase
in contact with that person are respected. The school will seek to keep
students in school unless there is definitive evidence to warrant
exclusion.

As required by federal law, parents will be requested to have their
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school and students or staff members have been exposed to the
blood. Any testing is subject to laws protecting confidentiality.

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES
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Rehabilitation Act provide that no individual will be discriminated
against on the basis of a disahility. This protection applies not just to
the student, but a QQEYIGOY Z KRKDYHCHFHA\R\KHAVIERY
programs and facilities.

The Rootstown School District provides a variety of special
education programs and services for students identified as having a
disability defined by the Individuals with Disahilities Education Act
(IDEA).
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SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

All requests for special education services will be processed and
reviewed by the building Intervention Assistance Team (IAT). The IAT
is comprised of teachers, the school counselor, the building principal,
the schooal psychologist, parents and/or other designated
professionals. Parent involvement and participation in this process is
required and necessary.



The IAT, prior to a referral to the special education program, may
suggest various strategies and recommendations. If deemed
appropriate by the IAT, a referral for evaluation and placement is
made to the schoal psychologist. Proper evaluation and placement
procedures are then followed. To inquire about the intervention or
referral process, please contact the principal or the school

psychologist.

ASSESSMENT

To measure progress, tests will be administered in accordance with
state standards and district policy. These include, but are not limited
to, group tests, classroomtests, vocational and interest surveys.
Students will have the opportunity to retake assessments of which
they would like to show a greater level of mastery than they achieved
on the initial assessment.

If necessary, intelligence tests, speech and language evaluations,
individually administered achievement assessments and other special
testing services are available to students needing these services.

Depending on the type of testing, specific information and/or parent
consent may need to be obtained. Rootstown Middle School will not
violate the rights of consent and privacy of a student participating in
any form of evaluation.

EQUAL EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY/ EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

It is the policy of the district to provide an equal educational
opportunity for all students. The Rootstown Middle schoal is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

RECORDS

Student records are kept by the teachers and administrative staff.
There are two basic types of records: directory information and
confidential records. Directory information can be given to any person
or organization for non-prafit making purpases when requested,
unless the parents of the student restrict the information, in witing, to
the principal.
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study; participation in officially-recognized activities and sports; height
and weight (if a member of an athletic team) dates of attendance; date
of graduation; awards received; or any other information which would
not generally be considered harmiful or an invasion of privacy, if
disclosed. Directory information shall not be provided to any
organization for profit-making purposes.

Confidential records contain educational and behavioral information
that has restricted access based on the Family Education Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA) and Chio law. This information can only be
released with the written consent of the parents, the adult student, or a
surrogate. The only exception to this is to comply with state and
federal laws that may requiire release without consertt.

Included in the confidential records may be test scores,
psychological reports, behavioral data, disciplinary actions and
communications with the family and outside service providers. The
school must have written consent to obtain records from an outside
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file froman outside professional or agency may be released to the
parent through the originator and parents should keep copies of such
records for their home file. Parents may also provide the school with
copies of records made by non-school professional agencies or
individuals. Information on former students also falls into directory and

confidential information categories and will be made available on the
same basis as enrolled students.

Students and parents have the right to review all educational
records generated by the schooal district, request amendment to these
records, insert addendum to records, and obtain copies of such ‘
records. Copying costs can be charged to the requester. If a review of
records is wanted, please contact the principal, in writing, stating the
records desired. Records will be collected and an appointment made
with the appropriate persons present to answer any questions.

TEXTBOOKS

Textbooks are loaned to all students free of charge. It is your
responsibility to keep and maintain your books in the best condition
possible. If a book is lost or abused in any way, you shall pay for the
textbook. The only writing in the book shall be your name and nurmber
inside the front cover. Textbooks are to be covered and returned in
the same condition as they were loaned.

FEES
Each student may be required to pay an instructional materials fee.
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to be made during the first month of school. The instructional materials
fee is used to purchase basic supplies used by the student, not
including hardbound textbooks or paperback novels. It may be used to
pay for such items as periodicals, workbooks, art materials, science
meterials, consumable paper materials, technology education and
intervention materials.

Students will receive natice of fees at the beginning of the school
year. Fees may be waived in situations where there is financial
hardship. Additional replacement costs for breakage or damage
beyond normal wear will be charged when necessary. Failure to pay G
fines, fees or charges may result in the withholding of grade cards.

CAFETERIA

Student lunches are $2.75. Milk is 50¢. Ala carte items are
available. You may also bring your own lunch to school to eat inthe
cafeteria.

e participate in the free and reduced lunch program;, applications
are distributed to all students and available in the main office.
Reduced lunches are 40¢.

You have 30 minutes for lunch.  All food is to be eaten in the
cafeteria.  Food (including gumand candy) is not permitted in the
building unless it is part of a lesson or class activity.

WELLNESS

Rootstown middle schoal aligns with the NEOLA policies regarding
wellness in schools. These poalicies can be found at
http:/AMwmw.neola.convrootstown-otv.

FIRE AND TORNADO DRILLS
Fire drills at regular intervals are required by law and are an
important safety precaution. It is essential that when the first signal is
given, everyone obeys orders promptly and clears the building by the
prescribed route as quickly and quietly as possible. The teacher in
each classroomwill give students instructions.
Tornado drills will be conducted during the tornado season using
the procedures prescribed by the state. The alarm system for ‘
tornadoes is different from the alarm system for fires and consists of
public address announcements and personal natification.
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SCHOOL CLOSINGS

Parents and students will be natified by an automated telephone
systemwhen school is cancelled. Local radio and television stations
will also be informed.

VISITORS

Parents are always welcome at Rootstown Middle Schoal. We
encourage parents to join our parent support group (PTO). We ask
that ALL VISITORS REPORT TO THE OFFICE FIRST. If a person
wishes to confer with a member of the staff, he/she should call for an
appoaintment prior to coming to the schooal in order to prevent any
inconveniences or class interruptions.

We do not permit students visiting from ather schooals to attend
classes with our students.

LIBRARY

The library is available to students throughout the school day.
Passes may be obtained from your teacher or from the librarian.
Books may be checked out for a period of two weeks. To check out
any other materials, contact the librarian.

In order to avoid late fees, all materials checked out of the library
must be returned within two weeks. Late library fines can be avoided
when you return borrowed materials promptly. Their use may be
needed by others.

USE OF EQUIPMENT

You must obtain the permission of a teacher before using any
equipment or materials in the classroom or gymand permission of the
principal to use any ather school equipment. You will be held
responsible for the proper use and safe-keeping of any equipment.

LOCKERS

Office personnel will assign lockers and combinations. Do not
share your locker, and do not give your locker combination to anyone.
To open your locker, complete two revolutions to the right and stop at
the first number. Then make one revolution to the left, pass the first
number, and stap at the second number. Next, turn right again util
reaching the third number. All students using gym lockers and band
room lockers shall install a combination lock to secure their
belongings.

Al lockers are the property of the Rootstown Local Schools and all
lockers and their contents are subject to random search at any time
without regard to whether there is reasonable suspicion that a locker
contains evidence of a violation of a criminal statute or school rule.

BOOKBAGS, COATS, AND BACKPACKS

You are not permitted to carry book bags, backpacks, or wear
coats and other outerwear during the course of the school day. Use
your pack only to transport materials to and from school. Keep your
pack and outerwear in your locker during the schoal day.

LOST AND FOUND

The lost and found area is in the office. If you lose something,
check there first. Unclaimed items will be given to charity at the close
of the school year.

SELLING ITEMS
Students are not permitted to sell items during the school day
unless approval has been granted by the principal. Violation of this

may lead to disciplinary action.

USE OF TELEPHONES

Cifice telephones are not to be used for personal calls. Except in
an emergency, students will not be called out of class to the dffice to
receive a telephone call.

Cellular telephones must be turned off and kept in your locker
during the schoal day. During the school day, students are not to use
telephones (a) without teacher permission and (b) to call parents to
receive permission to leave school. Office personnel will initiate all
calls on behalf of a student seeking permission to leave school.

ADVERTISING OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES

No announcements or posting of outside activities will be permitted
without the approval of the principal. A minimum of 24 hours is
required to ensure that the principal has the opportunity to research
the announcement or posting.

FIELD TRIPS
Feld trips are academic activities that are held off school grounds.
7KHHDHRKHWB\KDMIH DVYR \KHVAKRRY FReurricular and
extra-curricular program. You may not participate in school-sponsored
trips without parental consent. Students who have been suspended or
whaose pattern of behavior is consistently disruptive may be excluded
fromfield trips and other extracurricular activities.

INTERNET USE

Internet access is available to you for educational purposes, and
acceptable use guidelines are provided. An acceptable use
agreement must be completed by your parent/guardian.

GRADES
Rootstown Middle Schoal has a standard grading procedure, as

well as additional notations that may indicate work in progress or
incomplete work. The purpose of a grade is to indicate the extent to
which the student has acquired the necessary learning. In general,
you are assigned grades based upon test results, homework, projects
and classroom participation. Each of your nine week grades will be
calculated with assessments making up 80% of the grade while
classwork will make up the remaining 20% Each teacher may place a
different emphasis on these areas in determining a grade and will so
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your grades will be determined, ask the teachers. Students electing to
drop a class after four weeks will receive an F. Students may take
advanced course work for credit. Approved courses will count toward
graduation requirements and will be included in the calculation for high
school grade point average. The school generally uses the following

grading system:

Percentages: Letter Grade Point Value
93 - 100% A 40
0 - 92% A 37
87 - 8% B+ 33
83 - 86% B 30
80 - 82% B- 2.7
77 - 7% C+ 23
73 - 76% C 20
70 - 2% C 17
67 - 69% D+ 13
63 - 66% D 10
60 - 62% D 0.7
59 and below F 0


















Discipline of Students with Disabilities -- Students with disabilities
will be entitled to the rights and procedures afforded by the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and the Americans with
Disabilities Act (A.D.A.), or Section 504 of the Rehabiilitation Act of
1973.

SEARCH AND SEIZURE
Search of a student and his/her passessions may be conducted at
any time the student is under the jurisdiction of the Board of Education
if there is a reasonable suspicion that the student is in violation of law
or schoal rules. A search may also be conducted to protect the safety
R RKHY $QHIFKH/PD. BHFRIGAMSZ MW R Z NIKRVDVXG-V
consert.

Students are provided lockers, desks and other equipment in which
to store materials. It should be clearly understood that this equipment
is the property of the school and may be searched at any time. Locks
are to prevent theft, not to prevent searches. Anything that is found in
the course of a search that may be evidence of a violation of school
rules or the law may be taken and held or turned over to the police.
The school reserves the right not to return items which have been
confiscated.

RIGHT OF EXPRESSION
The staff recognizes the right of students to express themselves.

With the right of expression comes the responsibility to do it
appropriately. Any item must meet school guidelines and cannot be
displayed if it:

Is obscene, libelous, indecent or vulgar

Advertises any product or service not permitted to minors by law

Intends to be insulting or harassing

Intends to incite fighting or presents a likelihood of disrupting

schooal or a school event
Students who are unsure whether or not materials they wish
to display meet schoal guidelines may present themto the building
principal 24 hours prior to display.

BUS TRANSPORTATION

The bus schedules and routes are available by contacting the
transportation supervisor at 330-325-0189.

Students on a bus or other authorized Board of Education
transportation vehicles are under the authority of and directly
responsible to the bus/vehicle driver. The driver has the authority to
enforce the established regulations for bus/vehicle conduct.

Disorderly conduct or refusal to submit to the authority of the driver will
be sufficient reason for refusing transportation service to any student.

A student may be suspended from school bus/vehicle riding
privileges for all or part of a school year for any violation of established
regulations for bus conduct and/or for conduct occurring on the
bus/vehicle in violation of the Student Code of Conduct/Student
Discipline Code.

Before a suspension from bus/vehicle riding privileges is imposed,
the superintendent or other designated District personnel will provide a
student with natice of an intended suspension and an opportunity to
appear before the superintendent or other designated District
personnel. Disciplinary suspension periods will be commensurate with
the infraction(s) committed as determined by the Superintendent or
designated District personnel.

Any additional guidelines regarding conduct on school
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buses/vehicles, as well as general information about the school
transportation program, will be made available to all parents and
studentts in this handbook and posted in the hallway near the north
entranceway.

BUS CONDUCT

A student shall ride only the bus to which he/she is properly
assigned. He/she will be picked up or dropped off only at his/her
designated stop. Parents shall be responsible for the safety of their
children going to and from school bus stops and for meeting the bus
on schedule. Parents shall be responsible for any damage done to a
bus by their child.

Students who are riding to and from school on transportation
provided by the school are required to follow some basic safety rules.
This applies to school-owned buses as well as contracted
transportation that may be provided. The driver is responsible for
student safety and may assign seating or direct the student in any
reasonable manner to maintain that safety. The following behaviors
are expected of all students:

Previous to Loading (on road & at school)

Each student shall:

be on time at the designated loading zone;

stay off the road at all times while walking and waiting for the bus;
line up single file off the roadway to enter;

wait until the bus is completely stopped before moving forward to

enter;

refrain from crossing a highway until the bus driver signals it is

safe;

go immediately to a seat and be seated.

AW E
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During the Trip

Each student shall:

remain seated while the bus is in motion;

keep head, hands, arms, and legs inside the bus at all times;
avoid littering in the bus or throwing anything fromthe bus;

keep books, packages, coats, and all other objects out of the
aisle;

be courteous to the driver and to other bus riders;

avoid eating, drinking, chewing gum or playing games, cards, etc.;
avoid tampering with the bus or any of its equipmert.

AW P
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Leaving the Bus
Each student shall:
1. remain seated until the bus has stopped,
2. cross the road when necessary, at least 10 feet in front of bus, but
only after the driver signals it is safe;

3. be alert to a possible danger signal fromthe driver.
POLICY ON DRUG-FREE SCHOOLS

In accordance with federal law, the Board of Education prohibits
the use, possession, concealmert, or distribution of drugs by students
on schooal grounds, in school or school approved vehicles, or at any
school-related event. Drugs include any alcoholic beverage, anabolic
steroid, dangerous controlled substance as defined by state statute, or
\MEWRHH\KD/FRAGEHFRIGHHE D3GR @H FRRBG
substance. Compliance with this policy is mandatory for all students.
Any student who violates this policy will be subject to disciplinary
action, in accordance with due process and as specified in the student
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handbook, up to and including expulsion from schooal. When required
by state law, the district will notify law enforcement officials.

School personnel are concerned about any student who is a victim
of alcohal or drug abuse and will facilitate the process by which he/she
receives help through programs and services available in the
community. Students and their parents should contact the school
principal whenever such help is needed.

FOOD SERVICE
The goal of the Rootstown Middle Schoal is to provide students

with healthy meals each day. However, unpaid charges place a
financial burden on the Food Service Department. It is the
responsibility of the parents/guardians to see that students have
money in their meal account to purchase meals for that day or that
they bring food from home. There is a POS (point of sale) systemin
each of the cafeterias that work as a debit account. This means
money can BHG-BRARMGIQDWXG-WV CHFRQQDGOHR
purchases directly at the school cafeteria in the form of cash or check,
or for your convenience, online. Online payments may be made by
setting up an account at wwwv.rootstown.sparcc.org. Under Food
Service go to PaySchools Central where you can make deposits using
a credit/debit card or online check. A mohbile app is available. You will

QHG\ RAWMKG-QIVERRQWY QP BEHIRUse in setting up the
account. Keep in mind there is a nominal fee for utilizing this service.
Even if you choose not to make online depasits, setting up an account
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account balances.

While the Food Service Department discourages negative lunch
charges, we understand that an occasional emergency may make it
necessary. The following guidelines have been developed to help
parents/guardians and staff understand the charge policy so that
uncomfortable situations may be avoided.

Full Pay Students:

Middle and High Schooal - (grades 6-12) If a student has a negative
balance, a maximum of 2 days meals will be alloned. If no money has
been deposited after charges have incurred an alternative meal of a
PB&J graharmwich and milk will be provided at a cost of $.75 charged

to their account.  6KR(GD\XG-V CFFRQVEDDEFHBIFK DQ-UDH

balance of $6.25 all charges will be stopped. The cashier always
informs students when their account is getting low. In addition, no
negative charging will be allowed in grades 6-12 the last two weeks of
school.

Reduced Price Students:

Lunch is $.40 for elementary, middle and high students.

If a student must charge, a maximum of 10 days will be allowed.

If afinancial hardship exists, parents/guardians are encouraged to
notify the food service department so an arrangement can be made.

Ala carte iterms are sold in each of the buildings. Students with a
negative balance owed to the food service department will not be
permitted to purchase a la carte items even with cash until their
negative balance has been taken care of. All student account
balances, negative or pasitive, will be carried over to the next school

year.
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Should your family incur financial hardship or change of income,
you may apply for the freefreduced meal program at any time
throughout the schoal year. You must qualify according to government
standards to receive free/reduced meals. In addition, your
application must be completed every school year to qualify and
remain in the free/reduced meal program. Many students accrue a
negative account balance due to the fact parents/guardians fail to
reapply every school year. Should this occur you, the
parents/guardians, are responsible for the negative balance until the
application is received and approved for qualification.

It is our hope that providing parents/guardians with this charge
policy will enable them to assist the food service department in
providing all students with a positive cafeteria experience. Thank you
for your cooperation in these metters.

Any questions or concerns may be brought to the attention of Peggy
Shewell at 330-325-4139 or shewell@roversk12.org















